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Adont-a-Beach Spring Kick-off
cleanup events to he held through
April 28 on all five Great Lakes

The Alliance for the Great
Lakes’ Adopt-a-Beach pro-
gram mobilizes thousands
of volunteers who give back
to their local beaches each
year. April, especially Earth
Day, marks the unofficial be-
ginning of the beach season
around the Great Lakes as
many groups host their first
Adopt-a-Beach events of the
year. Cleanup events will be
happening on all five Great
Lakes through April 28.

Lastyear, more than 14,000
Adopt-a-Beach  volunteers
picked up 35,606 pounds of
litter as part of 900 cleanups
around the region. In addition
to cleaning up beaches, vol-
unteers collect valuable data,
which is shared with beach

managers and scientists. The
results: cleaner beaches and
data on pollution sources that
can be used to develop solu-
tions to pollution problems.
This month’s spring kick-off
cleanups are the first wave of

events of the 2019 season.
Data collected by Adopt-
a-Beach volunteers gives in-
sight into the most common
and problematic types of lit-
ter. In 2018, the majority of
trash picked up by Adopt-a-
Beach volunteers (87%) was
plastic, which includes items
like cigarette butts, water
bottles, or food containers. In
addition to being an eyesore,
plastic pollution can harm the
lakes and animals that live in
(See Adopt Pg. 3)
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Golonel John Wheeler Dance Team awartded

The Colonel John Wheeler
Dance Team was recently
awarded third place in JH
AA Pom at the IHSDTA state
competition in Lafayette,
Indiana.

The team is comprised of
12 new dancers and only two
returners. The team’s scores
improved every competition,
sometimes by five or more
points.

“They showed me by
working hard and by train-
ing that they could accom-
plish anything,” said Coach
Tamara Betz.

The team is com-
prised of Manager Emily
Florence, Nikki Georgiefski,
Abigail Wehle, Ashleigh
Youngbloom, Ava Trpeski,
Grace Tiernan, Hannah

" R

Walters, Isabella

Torres,
Libby Smith, Lydia Bir,
Meghan Clark, Milly Olenik,

Mya Ryan, Reese Rettig, and

Taryn Hurysz.

For more information con-

tact Coach Betz at 219-
671-4921.

Nearly 100 million Americans will embark on family vacations this year

From coast to coast, fami-
lies are gearing up for an-
other year of exciting travel
adventures with their loved
ones. According to a recent
AAA Travel survey, nearly
100 million Americans — 4
in 10 U.S. adults — are plan-
ning to take a family vacation
in 2019, slightly more than
last year. Spring and sum-
mer road trips will top many
of these families’ vacation
plans.

Two-thirds of all family
travelers (68%) will embark
on a summer getaway, while
just under half (45%) are
making plans to travel as a

family this spring.

Regardless of the season,
the great American road trip
remains a major draw for
these families; about half of
traveling families (53%) ex-
pect to pack up their cars for
aroad trip this year.

Travelers in the South are
more likely to be making
plans for a family trip this
year (62%) than travelers in
the Northeast (35%).

A welcome gift to road
trippers, gas prices have aver-
aged nearly a quarter cheaper
so far in 2019 compared with
the first few months of last
year. While gas prices are in-

creasing now, summer prices
are expected to be cheaper
than last year. Another recent
AAA survey found that 33%
of Americans would go on at
least one additional summer
road trip if gas prices remain
low.

“The great American road
trip is still one of the best
ways for families to relax and
reconnect with one another,”
said Stacey Barber, execu-
tive director, AAA Travel
Information &  Content.
“This is quickly shaping up
to be another busy year for
family travelers, both on the
roadways, as well as other

popular travel destinations
and attractions. To make the
most of their vacations, AAA
recommends families plan
and research as far ahead as
possible to avoid missing
out on popular activities and
fun.”

To help inspire would-be
road trippers, AAA’s travel
editors have curated more
than 450 pre-planned road
trips. The top five routes for
summer travel according to
AAA member road trip rout-
ing data are as follows:

e Las Vegas to National
Parks — Any road trip
through the desert southwest

is full of unique twists and
turns, regardless of whether
you remain on the interstate
or head off along enticing
back roads. Long the desti-
nation for gold prospectors
and other dreamers, the
mountains and valleys of
the Arizona, Nevada and
Utah deserts today provide
a glimpse of mankind’s
historical interaction with
the area’s fantastic natural
landscapes.

* Northern California

and Southern Oregon
Coast — The trip begins in
California’s Central Valley,
meanders through high el-

evation forests and snakes
up the awe-inspiring Pacific
coast. Not to be rushed, this
extraordinary route is wind-
ing, narrow and flanked
by the ocean and majestic
redwood trees. As you make
your way past beach towns
and shifting sand dunes,
you’ll find constant stops are
necessary to photograph the
stunning terrain.
* Northern New England —
You’ll travel the backroads
of New England on this trek
through the Berkshires of
Massachusetts and the Green
Mountains of Vermont.

(See Vacation Pg. 4)

Earth Day and heyond: practical, easy ways to help the environment

Climate change continues
to draw attention globally,
from governmental debates
on ‘pollution solutions’ to
people protesting against a
lack of action.

Those engaged in environ-
mental issues say that while
there is strength in numbers,
the difference often starts
with individuals doing the
right things daily for clean air
and water — when no one is
watching.

“Creating awareness on a
massive stage is wonderful,
but how many realize the re-
sponsibility each of us has in
this critical battle and how it

can’t be won unless we all
make the necessary chang-
es?” asks Leslie Landis, au-
thor of ‘Chendell: A Natural
Warrior’, a novel with envi-
ronmental themes.

Landis hopes her novel
will expand awareness of
climate change and inspire
young people to work togeth-
er and foster environmental
improvements. The charac-
ters in her book have a spe-
cial relationship with nature
and that leads to a superhero
who fights for environmental
issues.

“Anyone can be a hero in
the fight against pollution;

anyone can step up for any
of the environmental prob-
lems that plague us and be a
natural warrior,” Landis says.
“From everyday habits to
small lifestyle changes, doing
those things daily can make a
huge difference.”

Landis lists five ways to be
a natural warrior for the envi-
ronment:
Take a tote. “Ditch the plastic
shopping bag and opt for a
more versatile alternative like
a reusable tote bag,” Landis
says. “States like California
are already doing their part to
reduce the use of plastic bags,
and you can help carry that

movement forward by keep-
ing a handful of reusable bags
in your house and car.”

Think before you drink. “Say
goodbye to plastic water bot-
tles by getting a reusable can-
teen or thermos,” Landis says.
“Not only do these items help
Mother Nature by cutting
down on plastic waste, they
also reduce your exposure to
BPA and help keep your bev-
erages insulated.”

Get thrifty. “The fashion
industry creates a lot of un-
necessary waste,” Landis
says. “But you can help slow
it down by giving discarded
clothes a second chance.

Shop at thrift stores, second-
hand shops and vintage bou-
tiques. By sporting looks
from the past, you’ll actually
be helping the environment in
the future.”

Don’t put the pedal to the met-
al. Environmental experts talk
about how we all leave car-
bon footprints by the modes
of transportation we use. “It’s
a lot larger than you think,”
Landis says. “Fortunately,
there are many alternative
means of transportation.
Whether you ride your bike
to work, carpool to school, or
walk, you’ll be saving your-
self from the high price of gas

www.winfieldamerican.com

while helping reduce carbon
emissions in our air.”

Go Green. Whether you’re
planting trees to combat the
carbon emissions or plant-
ing an edible garden to cut
back on store-bought waste,
Landis says, “Putting your
green thumb to good use will
always have a positive effect
on the government.”

“It’s great to see young
people in particular get in-
volved in large numbers
regarding climate change,”
Landis says. “But it’s amaz-
ing how simple it is for ev-
eryone to get involved to save
our most precious resources.”
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Phone: 219-661-9161 9150 East 109th. Avenue, Suite 2C
Office Hours: Monday through Friday Crown Point, IN 46307 .
8:00 AM - 7:00 PM www.winfieldchiro.com

~Across the street from Lakes of the Four Seasons
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Early detection of colon cancer is focus
of seminar on Tuesday in Munster

Board-Certified ~ Gastro-
enterologist Harsh Dalal,
MD, will present a free semi-
nar on the early detection of
colon cancer on Tuesday,
April 23, at Franciscan Health
Cancer Center Munster, lo-
cated at 701 Superior Drive in
Munster.

The seminar will be from 6

to 8 p.m. and will include re-
freshments, giveaways and a
$100 Visa gift card as a door
prize. Registration is required
by calling 800-931-3322.

Dr. Dalal is medical direc-
tor of the endoscopy unit at
Franciscan Health Cancer
Center Munster. The facility,
which opened last year, pro-

vides comprehensive oncol-
ogy and hematology services
with state-of-the-art treatment
technology, an infusion cen-
ter, oncology lab services, a
full-service women’s center
offering breast cancer screen-
ings, and an on-site pharmacy.

First ‘Free Fishing Day’ of the year is tomorrow, April 20

Bring the family to your
local fishing hole tomorrow,
Saturday, April 20, the first
of four Indiana Free Fishing
Days this year.

On Free Fishing Days,
Indiana residents can fish
public waters without a fish-
ing license or a salmon/trout

stamp. Free Fishing Days are
a great opportunity for fami-
lies to learn to fish together
because adults do not need a
fishing license on those days.
Children 17 and younger do
not need a license on any
day. A number of fishing
events will be held on April

20. You can find a list of
State Park events at www.bit.
ly/2GaZGcX.

Specific information about
all Free Fishing Day events
can be found at www.dnr.
IN.gov/fishfree.

(Adopt from Pg. 1)
them. Over time, plastic lit-
ter breaks down into small
pieces which can be eaten by
birds, fish, and other wild-
life. Tiny plastic pieces have
also been found in bottled
water, beer, and even tap wa-
ter around the region.
“Keeping Great Lakes
beaches and shorelines beau-
tiful is no small task, and it
couldn’t be done without the
incredible efforts of volun-
teers all over the region,” said
Joel Brammeier, Alliance for
the Great Lakes president
and CEO. “Each cleanup,
when combined with hun-
dreds of similar events across
the Great Lakes, makes a big
difference for the lakes.”
Volunteers interested in

participating in Adopt-a-
Beach can find events in
their community, or start

their own cleanup, by visit-
ing  www.greatlakesadopt.
org.

Retirement: Ready or

not. Ready is better.

Pat Hedge

Financial Advisor

10618 Randolph St
Crown Point, IN 46307
219-662-5999

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTIN& Member SIPC

REES FUNERAL HOMES &
" CREMATION SERVICES

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
RIGHT IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Serving Winfield, LOFS & Crown Point
A Full Service Funeral Home

Traditional or Personalized Burial & Cremation Services,
Out of State Services, and
Advance Funeral Planning with Irrevocable Trusts

REES WINFIELD CHAPEL
10909 Randolph « Winfield, IN 46307
(219) 661-2600

ReesFuneralHomes.com

All Faiths Welcome, Service to All Cemeteries
Our Promise...to respect your choices.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

URGENT CARE

at Pinnacle Hospital

a physician owned facility

Your wait is

MINUTES not hours!
Open 7 days a week

9am-9pm
We are the PINNACLE for the treatment of:

* Back Pain  Dehydration * Infections * Pneumonia

* Burns  Ear Aches * Lacerations * Sports Injuries

» Colds * Ear Infections * Migraines » Sprains/Strains

 Concussions e Flu * Minor Cuts e Strep Throat

 Coughs * Fractures

$25 SPORTS & SCHOOL PHYSICALS
Most Insurance Accepted * Walk-ins Welcome * No Referral Necessary PINNACLE
BREAST CENTER On-Site Digital Imaging Technology: MRI, CT Scans, & Digital X-Rays HOSPITAL

NOW OPEN! a physician owned facility

9301 Connecticut Dr. « Crown Point, IN 46307 « (219) 796-4150 » www.pinnaclehealthcare.net
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Fire Auxiliary hosting Crazy Bunco fundraiser next Friday night

The public is invited as the
LOFS Fire Auxiliary hosts
their Spring ‘Crazy Bunco
Mardi Gras’ next Friday
evening, April 26, at Station

#3500, located at 745 West 275
South in Hebron.

Doors will open at 6 p.m.
for food, raffles, $5 gift bas-
kets, and games will start at

7:30 p.m.

This year is special as the
LOES Fire Department is cel-
ebrating its 50th year, and the
LOEFS Fire Auxiliary will be

(Vacation from Pg. 1)
Quaint country inns, steepled
churches and weathered
barns—some predating the
Revolutionary War—dot the
roadside.

* Blue Ridge Parkway in
North Carolina — If any drive
merited the term “scenic,”
it’s the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Begun in 1935 to create a
transportation link between
Shenandoah National Park
and Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, it was finally
completed in 1983. This
winding road was designed
to maximize enjoyment of
the mountainous terrain, so
heed the posted speed limit.

* Black Hills, South Dakota —
This picturesque route winds
through South Dakota’s Black
Hills, taking you from one of
America’s best-known land-
marks, Mount Rushmore, past
granite spires and into historic
mining towns nestled in val-
leys thick with Ponderosa
pine. The area packs so much
scenery into a small area that
it’s become a mecca for mo-
torcyclists and anyone else

who loves the outdoors.
For more destination rec-
ommendations, travel tips

and expert advice from AAA
inspectors and travel editors,
visit www.aaa.com/traveltips.
AAA’s travel experts offer
these top tips for a perfect fam-
ily road trip:

* Be prepared — For pas-
sengers, pack books, games,
or music for the ride, and a

pillow. Bring information

on your destination to keep
kids and other passengers
entertained. Pack healthy
snacks for kids, especially if
you can’t stop for a full meal
while traveling.

e Safety first — Drivers should
plan frequent stops, about ev-
ery 100 miles or two hours,
to remain alert. Make sure
everyone is restrained by seat
belts or a child safety seat to
prevent injury in case of a
sudden stop, swerve or crash.
AAA members who are
renting a car through Hertz
can request a complimentary
infant car seat or toddler
booster seat.

e Pack your patience — Be
prepared for busy roads and
long airport security lines
throughout the summer. If
hitting the road during a holi-
day weekend, consider leav-
ing earlier or later than the
typical holiday travel times
to avoid heavy traffic. Same
goes for air travel, and be
sure to arrive at the airport at
least two hours before sched-
uled take-off.

* Do your research — To
make the most of your

trip, map out your route

in advance, using a tool

like AAA’s TripTik Travel
Planner. For extra guid-

ance, seek the advice of a
knowledgeable travel agent.
And be sure to download

the AAA Mobile app to find
AAA Diamond Rated hotels
and restaurants, gas prices

T T
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<Lawn Maintenancee
+Snow & Ice Managemente
+Complete Landscape Servicese

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

¥
e

* Interior / Exterior Painting
* Residential / Commercial
* Free Estimates
* 3rd Generation of Service

* Licensed & Insured
* Serving Winfield & LOFS!

Call Brian at

219-306-6648

and fun stops along the way.
* Be road trip ready — Take
your vehicle to a trusted re-
pair facility to perform any
needed maintenance before
heading out on a road trip. In
case of an emergency, always
carry a flashlight, extra batter-
ies, warning devices such as
flares or reflective triangles,
jumper cables, a first-aid kit
and extra water.

Passengers are one of the
most precious cargo on a trip,
be it 5 or 50 miles down the
road. AAA recommends driv-
ers keep their attention on the
road by pre-programing GPS
devices and adjusting seats
and mirrors before driving. To
help a driver remain focused
safely on driving, enlist the
help of passengers and don’t
use handheld or hands-free
cell phones while driving.

make a lot of noise, especial-
ly if you roll those ‘3s’”, said
Cathy Waitkus. “So get you
family and friends together
and come for a fun evening
with great food.”

selling anniversary t-shirts.
Tickets are $15 and you
must be 18 to play. Tickets
can be bought at the door or
by calling Cathy at 219-746-

6827, or by sending an e-mail
to cwaitk@aol.com to make
a reservation and receive a
Bunco Buck back to play with.

“It’s a lot of fun and we do

WINFIELD RESALE
SHOPPE

10645 Randolph St.
‘A Little Bit of Heaven right here in Winfield"

$10 BAG SALE

now through
April 30!
All things Winter must go!

We are making room for
Summer items!

Open Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

All proceeds go to the local missions and ministries of Holy Spirit, Four Seasons
Methodist, Cross of Christ Lutheran and St. Elizabeth Anne Seton churches

NOW MANAGED BY OWNER!

KN

AE BEST Labor Rates ° FREE Local Towmg ¢ FREE Loaner Vehlcles

epmr & Resiorcrh
1510 North Main Street

21 9-663-1 847 !

WE DO IT ALL! WE DO IT RIGHT! |
10% OFF All Services! 1550 OFF !

Most vehicles, some restrictions apply. See store for details.

Get Your Vehicle %2
Ready Now for

Sum‘merE i‘!‘ravel'

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
www.crownpointautorepair.com

24-hour Drop-off ¢ Nationwide Warranty ¢ Price Match Guarantee |
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SPRING
TUNE-UP
PACKAGE

SPECIAL

$9995

I Let us scan your vehicle (reg. $1 3995) I
for any trouble codes, install
new spark plugs, ignition wire,
PCV valve, fuel filter, air filter, I
and fuel system service.

(Prices may vary per vehicle.)

Per axle, includes pads
or shoes, parts and labor
additional services
may be required.

Must present coupon. Most vehicles,

some restrictions apply. See store for
details. Expires: 5/19/19

wmﬁtldégmzrltan

FREE '

Il Emission/Check |
Engine Light Diagnosis

o 0il Changes * Brakes & Tires
o Gollision Repair * Rust Repair
o Alignments e Heating & A/C

* Complete Engine Repair

* Belts & Hoses ¢ Transmissions
o Tune-ups

o Scheduled Maintenance

* Complete Inspections

* Computer Diagnostics
*| e Emissions Testing I
* Hectrical Systems

Must present coupon. Most vehicles, some
restrictions apply. See store for defails.
Expires: 5/19/19

| illeﬁzldEgmzrltan

| POT HOLE 11
PATROL

FREE

I Inspection & Evaluation on I I

your Vehicle from any

Up to 1 hourI

damage done. PLUS 10% (w/repairs) I

OFF any repair needed.
Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply.  Most Vehicles, some restrictions apply.
facebook. l See Store for Details. Expires 5/19/19' See Store for Details. Expires 5/19/19
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SERVICES

Design and Layout

sunrise

Pier & Lift Service, Inc.

Installation & Removal of Piers and Boat Lifts

Pier and Lift Repair

Dependable Customer Service
SERVING NORTHWEST INDIANA
Licensed / Bonded / Insured

Quality Equipment / Focused on Safety

Call BRIAN faor an estimate
(219) 777-0861

brian@sunrisepierandlift.com

SALES / PRODUCTS

Boat Lifts & Docks

Sectional, Floating and Rolling Docks
Multiple Deck Choices

Ladders, Benches, Stairs and Accessories
Vertical, Cantilever and Hydraulic Boat Lifts
Boat Lift Canopies, Motors and Accessories

Made in the USA!
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‘Safe Kids Day’ will be held April 27 at expanded Southlake YMCA in Crown Point

Community members White Southlake YMCA programs sponsored by the Safety demonstrations will Rockin’ With Leonardo, The Safe Kids Day
will have a chance to cel- at 1450 South Court St. in YMCA. include bicycle and helmet an interactive concert of event is a project of Safe
ebrate kids, prevent injuries Crown Point. It will fea- “This is a fun and engag- safety, child passenger safe- music and movement, and Kids Northwest Indiana.
and save lives as they get a ture games, activities, give- ing event for families to learn  ty, fire safety, home safety, BeeGiggles providing face This event is sponsored
glimpse of the new, expanded aways, refreshments and about keeping those they love medication safety, pedestrian  painting, temporary tattoos, by  Franciscan = Health
Southlake YMCA during the children’s services, includ- safe and a great example of safety, pet safety and water balloon twisting and magic. Crown Point, Southlake

Safe Kids Day event from
9 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
April 27.

The annual event will take
place in the new gymnasium
of the Dean and Barbara

ing child ID cards issued by
the Lake County Sheriff’s
Department, dental care,
along with information about
Crown Point Public library
programs and summer camp

agencies working together to
improve the overall health of
the community,” said Jennifer
Homan, trauma coordinator
at Franciscan Health Crown
Point.

safety. Franciscan Physician
Network pediatrician Samuel
S. Khairkar, MD, will be on
hand to answer healthcare
questions.

Entertainment will include

This is a free event, but
registration is  required.
Register online at www.
FranciscanHealth.org/
SafeKidsDayNWI or by call-
ing 800-931-3322.

YMCA, the Crown Point
Community Foundation and
ArcelorMittal.

Trivia Night fundraiser to be held Friday, May 3

On Friday night, May 3, will be holding a Trivia Night bar, and cash prizes for the
with doors opening at 6 p.m., fundraiser benefitting Meals  winners.
St. Mary’s Orthodox Center, on Wheels of NWIL. For more information call
located at 8600 Grand Blvd The cost is $15 per person  219-682-6823.
in Merrillville — about 5 min-  or $120 for a team of eight.
utes from Winfield-LOFS — There will be raffles, a cash

Heartland Transfer is here to help your timeshare

“Go Away”! Meet us at our office at
Go Away Timeshare.
7580 E 109™ Ave
Wwinfield, IN
877-815-2713

Call today to make an appointment for your free consultation.

0 Neighborhood
2 Favorite Dentist

# Nextdoor.com

ADVANCED DENTAL CONCEPTS

Complete Family, Cosmetic, and Implant Dentistry

HEARTLAND
TRANSFER

Dental Care For Patients of All Ages, Your Comfort Is Our Priority

Sedation dentistry for anxious patients. Invisalign orthodontics.
Dental implants and restorative care. Cosmetic smile enhancement procedures.
Emergency and routine care for patients of all ages.

o . : ol
Crown Point Location It’s like asking your neighbors for advice!

152 (219) 663-6878

10780 Randolph Street
Crown Point

Portage Location

(219) 763-6878

3410 Willowcreek Road
Portage, IN 46368

JC and Linda Skidmore have lived in LOFS for 37 years and
have been successfully transferring timeshares for 9 years.

NEW PATIENT OFFER

$75 OFF

Any Dental Treatment

New patients only. Credit towards any treatment in our offices. No cash value.
Non transferable. One credit per household. Coupon must be presented at initial visit.
Not valid for products, only services. May not be combined with any other offer.

a ACCREDITED
-l BUSINESS
BBB

A+

DIRECTOR PROFILE: KEVIN KNAGA

April 19,1975

With divorce rates skyrocketing and the sexual
revolution in full bloom, it seemed like dark days
were in store for American marriages in the mid-
1970s. Even Sonny and Cher, America’s favorite
husband and wife, split up on national television,
making the institution of marriage look very
vulnerable.

Then along came Captain and Tennille, atf
a moment when it seemed America needed
reminding that such a thing as wedded bliss
might actually exist. Like a singing advertisement
for the rewards of monogamy, C&T burst onto
the scene with their debut single, “Love Will Keep
Us Together,” which began its rapid climb up the
U.S. pop charts on April 19, 1975,

Toni Tennille and Daryl Dragon were not yet
married when their first hit ascended the charts.
They made their arrangement legal and went on
to notch seven Top 10 singles including “The Way
| Want To Touch You,” “You Never Done It Like
That,” “"Muskrat Love,” and “Do That To Me One
More Time.”

Between their fondness for each other and
their irresistible image, Captain and Tennille
made marriage look and sound fun. And far
from being an act for the public’s benefit, their
marriage lasted four decades after their musical
breakthrough, until 2014. The Captain died
January 2, 2019, with Tennille by his side.

www.history.com

Winfield resident and lifelong Crown
Point resident

Funeral Director with Geisen Funeral
Homes for over 10 years

Geisen Pet Loss Centre Director

Crown Point Lions Club Member and
past President

Enjoys spending time with his wife
Amber and young son Dylan

CROWN POINT | 663-2500
MERRILLVILLE | 769-3322
HEBRON | 996-2821

MICHIGAN CITY | 874-4214

GEISENFUNERALHOME.COM

o
FUNERAL HOMES
Since 1867

—

NFDA

Pursuit of
Excellence
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Nipsco recognizes ‘Safe Digging Month’ and stresses importance
of calling 811 at least two business days before digging

In recognition of National
Safe Digging Month, Nipsco
urges customers and contrac-
tors to call 811 at least two
business days prior to start-
ing any digging project.

Calling 811 is not only
crucial for your safety and
the safety of others — it’s the
law. Digging without know-
ing the approximate location
of underground utilities can
result in damage to gas, elec-
tric, communications, water
and sewer lines, which can
lead to service disruptions
and serious injuries.

In addition to the risk of
serious injury, not calling
811 could result in fines up
to $10,000 and the cost to re-

pair any damages. Last year,
NIPSCO reported about
900 instances where diggers
struck their gas lines. Of
those, 28% occurred because
the person digging failed to
call 811.

Safe Digging Month
is dedicated to increasing
awareness of safe digging
practices across the country
and promoting the use of
811, the free, national call-
before-you-dig phone num-
ber. Once a call is made, a
trained utility line locator
will visit the dig site to mark
the approximate location of
underground public utility
lines with paint or flags.

Whether you’re installing

a mailbox, planting trees, or
performing any other out-
door digging project, Nipsco
encourages you to take the
following steps.

* Always call 811 or en-

ter a request online at
www.811NOW.com two
business days before the
start of any digging project.
» Tell neighbors, coworkers,
family and friends about 811
if they discuss their plans for
an outdoor home improve-
ment project with you.

* Plan ahead — Indiana 811

is always open. Just make
sure you call at least two
business days in advance of
your project start date.

* Avoid starting projects

until you’re sure all lines
have been marked. When
you call 811, you will hear a
list of companies that should
respond.

* Choose another location
on the property for a project
if the original planned site is
near utility line markings.

* If your excavation is within
two feet of any marked
facility, only use hand tools
or vacuum excavation with
extreme caution.

e If you have hired a con-
tractor to complete your
project, confirm that he or
she has made a call to 811
before doing any digging.
Don’t allow work to begin if
the lines aren’t marked.

February housing starts down 9% in Indiana from
February 2018, but up 8% from January 2019

The U.S. Census Bureau
recently released statewide
totals for building permits is-
sued in February of 2019 and
shows 920 single-family per-
mits were pulled. This num-
ber is up 8% from January
of 2019, when 854 permits
were pulled. The 920 permits
pulled in February of 2019
are down 9% from of 2018.

“The statistical decrease in
permit numbers is nothing to
be alarmed about yet,” says
Indiana Builders Association
President Don Thieneman.
“However, if a solution to our
housing affordability issues
1s not addressed soon, build-
ers will simply not be able to
meet the growing demand for
new construction.”

Housing affordability has
been cited as the dominant
factor in builder confidence
this season by the National
Association ~ of  Home
Builders. Excessive regula-
tions, a scarcity of buildable
lots, persistent labor shortag-
es and tariffs on lumber and

BUY
LOCAL.

other key building materials
are all factors in the ability
for builders to create housing
at affordable and competitive
price points.

“While the decrease in
permits for February is a little

On-Premises
Crematory
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* Is a compassionate means of

ﬁe/pmj your loved ones during one
of the most difficult times of /}Ze

Serving
Winfield/LOFS
Since 1985.

deceiving, we are still taking
caution for 2019 as afford-
ability factors continue to
pose a threat to our builders,”
says IBA Chief Executive
Officer Rick Wajda. “We will
continue to monitor housing

URN

Funeral Home and Crematory

permit data closely, under-
standing that it is still too
soon to tell if a construction
downturn looms.”

For more information visit
www.buildindiana.org.

CROWN POINT « HOBART

(Fﬂmi@ Owned for 110 Years

CROWN POINT
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Crown Point

769-0044
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e After the site has been ac-
curately marked, it is safe
to begin digging carefully
around the marked areas.

Nipsco utilizes two out-
side companies to assist
with marking underground
facilities for customers —
Utiliquest and Consolidated
Infrastructure Group, LLC .
Thanks to an enhanced offer-
ing, Nipsco customers will
now receive an electronic
confirmation that their re-
quested project area has been
located.

Visit WWW.NipSco.
com/811 for more informa-
tion about 811.
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General Classifieds

Submit your general classified ad or real estate classified
ad online at www.winfieldamerican.com.
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Free Removal of Old Items

Got old appliances H/W heaters, mowers? Free removal!
Give 2 or more items, I’ll take a TV under 50 1bs free. Call
today! 219-308-5354 (917)

Porter Lakes Kindergarten Round-Up

Porter Lakes Elementary School on Wednesday, April 24,
2019. Children who reach 5 years of age before August
1, 2019 should enroll in Kindergarten. Spaces are limited,
call the school to reserve a space at 219-306-8076, ext.
5000. Parents should bring child’s certified birth certificate,
child’s immunization record and proof of residency
to Round-Up and be prepared to complete enrollment
documents. (880)

Truck For Sale

2012 GMC 2500 four-door heavy-duty truck, loaded, dark
blue, 69,071 miles. $23,000. Located in LOFS, 219-306-
9944. (883)

Car For Sale

1998 Cadillac DeVille, four doors, white diamond. Kept in
garage. 47,087 miles. $6,000. Located in LOFS. 219-306-
9944, (883)

Help Wanted — Home and Office Cleaning

Crown Point and Munster. Permanent positions available
with an established home and office cleaning company.
We have openings for home cleaning positions weekdays
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and office cleaning positions early
evenings and Saturdays. Low stress, easy dress code,
active relaxed work. Valid drivers license, reliable car
required. Must agree to a criminal background and drug
test. Earn $9 to $12 per hour with possible advancement
to trainer, estimator, and field supervision. We are hiring
for our Crown Point and Munster locations. For details call
Constant Clean Maid Service in Crown Point at 219-662-
6243 or in Munster at 219-836-2650. (895)

< PLACE YOUR BUSINESS CARD AD HERE
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JEWELERS

EUSH

Fine Cusvom Made Jewelery - Duamonds & Precrous Gems
Remounting « Purchasing Gaold & Precious Merals

WWW.BELUSH]JEWELERS.COM

JEFFREY A JANOWSKI
FINE JEWELER
219.663.5108

1170 E Summit St
Crown Point, [N 46307

Like Us!

Your Ad Here
219-662-8888

e Tree trimming
e Tree removal

e Stump removal
e Fertilization

{| John Arthur Manning

Owner
ISA Certified Arborist-IN-1449A

Certified Tree Care

“Generations of Experience”
Licensed - Bonded - Insured - Call 219.226.1223

COMPLETE RANGE OF TREE CARE SERVICES

TREEMAN517@AOL.COM

WE BUY
GOLD

Serving Northwest Indiana for 52 Years
Always buying Coin Collections, Stamp Collections, Old Gold & Silver

Knight Coin & Jewelry
237 Main St. « Hobart, IN
219-942-4341

On the web: www.knightcoin.com

St. Mary's Orthodox Center
8600 Grand Boulevard
Merrillville, IN 46410

Accommodating wp to 240 for your special occasions.
www.ptvm.com

219.730.4698

¢ Tree & Stump Removal

¢ Trimming & Pruning

¢ Lot & Land Clearing

+ Storm Damage Removal
+ Firewood

+ Over 30 Years Experience
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Residential & Commercial | Licensed * Bonded * Insured

219-663-3306

Free Estimates * 24-Hour Emergency Service
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Purdue Extension program provides home food preservation education and the tradition of canning

Gone the way of the horse
and buggy are the old can-
ning equipment and tech-
niques. And safe home food
preservation skills are not
always passed down from
generation to generation or
taught in the home.

The Mastering Home
Food Preservation Program

fills a local need for educa-
tion on safe food preserva-
tion practices. Sponsored
by  Purdue  University
Extension, the program fo-
cuses on USDA approved
canning techniques.
“Canning is still a tradition
in some families, but it isn’t
always taught by grandma or

even taught in the home any-
more. It is important to have
the most up-to-date knowl-
edge available on the latest
canning techniques to assure
a safe product,” says Atina
Rozhon, Health and Human
Sciences  educator  with
Purdue Extension Jennings
County.

“Through research, we
now have information about
food safety that we have
never had before. We need
to keep up with the new food
preservation techniques, new
equipment and new canning
products.”

The program features units
on food safety, freezing, boil-

ing water canning, pressure
canning, pickling fruits and
vegetables, preserving jams
and jellies and drying fruits,
vegetables, and meats.

Each unit consists of in-
struction including lecture,
multimedia, and hands-on
laboratory food preservation
activities. Training involves

taking 40 hours of course
work and exams.

The training series will
be held daily from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. EST from June
3 to 7 at Purdue University,
745 Agriculture Mall Drive,
Nelson Hall of Food Science
— Skidmore Lab, located

(See Purdue Pg. 8)
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Kim Carpenter

p: 219.853.3317
Kim.Carpenter@FirstMidwest.com
NMLS# 157313

I First
Midwest
® Bank

We have an array of mortgage solutions
available to fit your needs.

BANK WITH MOMENTUM =

FirstMidwest.com/KimCarpenter
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| Place your coupon in this section online!
| www.winfieldamerican.com
|

Or call our office at
219-662-8888

AWinfield American »

|; 20% OFF YOUR FOOD BILL
on WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS!
DINE IN ONLY!

Join our text club for offers and information by
texting CLUB to 36000. Like our Facebook page

@Seasons Lakehouse for up to date specials |
& promotions. Must present newspaper
coupon; copies will not be accepted.
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Expires 5319 ADINfield American
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| w Located inside Lakes of the

| QTN Ay 1054 Sunnyslope Drive
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Seasons Lakehouse is Located inside LOFS
| 1048 North Lakeshore Drive

219-988-2582

L — — — m — = =TT AT T2
el B T - |
FOOD PURCHASE
FROMT1A.M.TO |
3 PM. TUESDAYS
THROUGH FRIDAYS!! |
Dine-In Only!
Excludes already discounted items. I
Coupons MUST be cut from
Four Seasons newspaper, not copied.
One coupon per purchase. I
Expires 5/3/19 5
219-988-2282  Ainficld American F
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Call me today for a FREE Mortgage Consultation
to help you achieve your home financing goals.

|
' PIZZA

| 10703 Randolph Street » Winfield

219-663-6656

STEPHANO’S

Limit one (1) coupon per visit.
Must present coupon. Not valid
with any other offer

Expires: 5/3/19

AWinfield American '

At First Midwest, our commitment to you
lasts well beyond the closing of your loan.

Member FDIC [&iber
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;%7‘ « $5 OFF Any Full-service Grooming!

 Tammy'’s

Pet Salon

Located in Four Seasons Plaza, W
just outside the LOFS Main Gate

9121 East 109th Avenue * Winfield

. ]
7.« Complete Nail Trimming,
HA5 Only $10!

NEW CLIENTS ONLY

Expires 5/3/19.

Must present coupon. Not to be
combined with any other offer.

ADinfield American ’

$3 OFF LARGE |

THE FAMILY PIZZERIA
SINCE 1959

| 10762 Randolph Street, Winfield CANNOT BE COMBINED. Expires: 5/3/19

Ainfield American

Buy a Fiesta and receive a |

FREE

MUST PRESENT COUPON. OFFERS
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Asian Longhorn Beetles found near Cincinnati; Hoosiers asked to check trees for other invasive species as well

“There are several invasive
species causing significant
damage to Indiana’s natu-
ral resources at this time”
said State Entomologist
Megan Abraham, direc-
tor of the DNR Division
of Entomology & Plant
Pathology. “Emerald ash
borer, Callery pear, gypsy
moth, kudzu, hydrilla, and
purple loosestrife, to name a
few.”

Abraham says several
more invasive species are
close enough to Indiana’s
borders to concern Hoosiers.
One is Asian long-horned
beetle (ALB), which has

been found as close as
Cincinnati.
ALB attacks hardwood

tree species. It has the po-
tential to cause significant
economic and environmental
impacts if allowed to estab-
lish and spread throughout
the United States. ALB has
been confirmed in Bethel,
Ohio, near Cincinnati. Signs
of ALB start to show about
three to four years after in-
festation. Tree death occurs
in 10 to 15 years.

Adult beetles are 1 to 1.5
inches in length with long
antennae. Their bodies are
black with small white spots,

and their antennae are band-
ed in black and white. More
information is at www.dnr.
IN.gov/entomolo/4527 htm.

Adults can be seen from
April to December. Trees
with round exit holes, ap-
proximately 3/8 of an inch in
diameter, are signs of ALB
presence. Sawdust-like mate-
rial can be found at the trunk
and branch bases of infested
trees. Signs of ALB start
to show about three to four
years after infestation.

“It’s the species that we
have not spotted in Indiana
that we need help from the
public to keep an eye out for,”

Purdue Northwest’s Center for Early Learning
partners to host award-winning children’s author

Purdue University North-
west’s Center for Early
Learning invites children of
all ages to a special reading
by Newbery Medal award
winning children’s author
Matt de la Pefia from 3 to
6 p.m. on Saturday, April
27, at Bellaboo’s Play and
Discovery Center, located at
2800 Colorado Street in Lake
Station — about a 20-minute
ride from Winfield-LOFS.

De la Pefia is a New York

Times best-selling author of
seven young adult novels and
five picture books. His books
include ‘Last Stop on Market
Street’ and ‘Love’, the latter
of which he will read.

The event is part of the
Center for Early Learning’s
ongoing effort to promote
early childhood literacy. After
the reading, students from
PNW’s School of Education
and Counseling will invite
families to consider their own

stories of love, family, and
community. Families can also
add their own stories to a col-
lection, which will remain on
display through spring.

Free and open to the pub-
lic, the event called ‘Stories
Frame Out Future’ is co-
hosted with Bellaboo’s, North
Shore Health Centers, and the
Lake County Public Library.

For more information visit
www.pnw.edu.

Grant applications now being accepted for the Crown
Point Community Foundation’s next award cycle

The Crown Point Comm-
unity Foundation is accept-
ing grant applications. Grants
from the CPCF’s community
grantmaking funds will be
made to nonprofit organiza-
tions and community proj-
ects which serve the South
Lake County communities
of Winfield, Crown Point,
Cedar Lake, and Lowell.

Areas of interest that will be
considered for funding include
education, health and human
services, civic affairs, preser-
vation, conservation, youth
development, arts, and culture.

“The Crown Point Comm-
unity Foundation is interested
in funding projects that will
improve the quality of life for
citizens throughout South Lake
County,” said Mary Nielsen,
president of the CPCE

Eligible 501(c)(3) orga-
nizations may download an

(Purdue from Pg. 7)

at West Lafayette, Indiana;
about a 75-minute drive from
Winfield-LOFS.

The cost of the program
is $200 which covers the
Mastering  Home  Food
Preservation notebook, lab ac-
tivities, and food preservation
examples from the five ses-
sions.

For registration or more
information about Mastering
Home Food Preservation
training contact Karen Richey
at 574-935-8545 or Atina
Rozhon, 812-352-3033.
Registration deadline is Friday,
May 24, 2019. Lodging and
accommodation information
is available. Lunch time will
be allotted, lunch cost is the
responsibility of the partici-
pant. Parking is adjacent to the
Nelson Hall of Food Science;
participants will be provided a
free daily parking pass.

application on the CPCF
website at www.thecpcf.org.
Those without access to a
computer can obtain an ap-
plication by calling 219-662-
7252 or visiting the CPCF of-
fice at 115 South Court Street
in Crown Point.

Written requests for in-
formation should be sent to
Crown Point Community
Foundation, Inc., Post Office
Box 522, Crown Point, IN
46308-0522.

Grant applications must
be submitted or postmarked
by June 1, 2019. The

Crown Point Community
Foundation awards grants
from the unrestricted commu-
nity funds held in the CPCF
Endowment Fund three times
a year. The three application
cycles are February 1, June 1,
and September 1.
Applications received after
the deadline will be held for
consideration during the fol-
lowing cycle. Only one grant
application per organization
or agency will be eligible
within a 12-month period.
The CPCF Grant Committee
reviews all applications.
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David Taylor

Broker

* HUGE 4 BEDROOM 2 STORY HOME

* OVER 3200 SF OF LIVING SPACE

* 1408 SF READY-TO-FINISH BASEMENT

* EXTRA DEEP 26° GARAGE

* SUN ROOM / ELEVATED DECK

* APPLIANCES INCLUDED

* GAS FIREPLACE / ALL AMISH CABINETRY!

219-306-7812

david.taylor@century21.com

Abraham said. “Watch local
forests and natural resources
for signs and symptoms of
trees or vegetation dying off
for seemingly no reason.”
The State Entomologist
said the DNR would rather
answer a call, inspect an area,
and find nothing to worry
about than find out after the
fact that someone had spot-

ted a problem and failed to
report it.

If you see an ALB or signs
of it, call the DNR at 866-
663-9684 with the date and
location. If you can capture
the beetle, put in a plastic jar
and put it in a freezer to kill it.
Members of the public may
report invasive species to the
DNR through the Report IN

website www.eddmaps.org/
indiana/ or by download-
ing the Great Lakes Early
Detection Network app on a
smartphone.

For more information on
all invasive species that could
affect Indiana and ways to
help stop their spread, visit
www.dnr.IN.gov//3123.htm.
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for heel and ankle pain.

T’iendly
ool Care

219-663-2273
50 West 94th Place * Crown Point
www.friendlyfootcare.com

Thank you for voting

FRIENDLY FOOT CARE

‘BEST PODIATRIST
9yearsina row!

Dr. Nirenberg of Friendly Foot Care strives for
excellence when treating foot and ankle prob-
lems. He specializes in state-of-the-art laser sur- | " =
gery, and uses tiny- incision arthroscopic surgery fe4
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(DENT AL IMAGE

“Cosmelic and general dentistry for the whole family.”

Changing the
way you feel
about Dentistry...
Changing the
way you feel
about yourself.

We accept most insurances and are an in
network provider for Cigna and Delta Dental
Premier. Also, we offer zero interest payment

plans and accept all major credit cards.

* Gentle Familly Dentistry

¢ Teeth Whitening Smile
Makeovers

* Emergencies Welcome

Seen Same day

e Extended Hours
Evenings & Sat.

* Massage Chairs/Plasma

TV's in Treatment Rooms

Dr. David
Reed, DDS

e Internet Work Stations
e Complimentary Coffee,

Tea, Cocoa, and
Bottled Water

WE LOVE KIDS!

10705 Randolph St.
Crown Point, IN

KAUFFMAN

CHIROP
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RACTIC

219.779.9114

www.thedentalimage.com

~1ST DAY CONSULT
& EXAM ‘

7620 E 109" « Winfield * 662.9855

100 W 84" Dr. « Merrillville * 736.7363

Visit our website at www.kauffmanchiros.com

NEW PATIENTS SEEN SAME DAY!




